Cone i417 5 Lovs 


OR THE 


HISTORY 


|; 
Henry * Conſtant | 


Git the F alſe. 


ni —— — —— — — — 


A True S TOR v. 


1 


% b 
oo — = 
— * ——̃ 


vw oy 


dame. 8 


Concealed Love, 


Na village near London lived a 
- 1 Surgeon of conſiderable buſineſs, 


* 
'Js * 


— — who had a Daughter named 


Cbarlot; and the widow of a 


captain of a man of war, who had a Son 
named Henry. So near a neighbourhood 
naturally brought on an acquaintance, and 
there being but one good ſchool in the 
place, Chariot and Henry were educated 
together. They were both remarkable, 
not only for their beauty, but underſtand- 
ing, and therefore it is not ſrange that 


they became inſenſibly attached to each 


other by reciprocal tenderneſs of which 
they knew neither the power nor the 
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Henry was about two years older than 


Charlot, and when he was about 17 it 
was thought proper that he ſhould go to 


| fea. All things were therefore prepared 


for his voyage on board a ſhip which was 
c mmanded by his uncle, and Henry, 
when he went to take leave of Charlot and 
her family, bid them adiue with great 
chearfulneſs and good humour, but reſerv'd 
his laſt compliments for her, he tenderly 
embraced her, and ſeemed to have much 
to ſay, but at laſt quitted her, without be- 


ing able to utter a word, and with ſcuh e- 


motions as were viſible to all preſent. this 
parti was ſoon known to her compani 
ons, and they were continually teazing her 


about her ſweet-heart, but ſhe was more 


deeply intereſted in the ſubje& of their 
mirth than they imagined. In a few 


weeks there was viſible alteration in the a 6 


appearance of poor Charlot, ſne became 


pale, melancholy and filent, her health | 
gradually declined, and her friends dreaded 


a conſumption, but were not able to dii- 


cover the cauſe. After ſome months ſhe |! 


could not without difficulty, be induced to 
eat, ſhe was con ſumed by a prepetual hectic, 
in twelve month ſhe was worn to a ſkeleton 
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and Melancholy encreaſed into the moſt 
deplorable madneſs. 


Her Po with great reluctance, at 
laſt confeat»a to put her into a privae mad- 
houie, where the continued there vears, and 
was then pronounced incurable, as (he 
could not be taken home. and, as the ex- 
pence of keeping her abroad was very greaty 
her parents were farther perſuaded to re- 
move her to Bola, nut without ſome 
hopes of a cure from g different treatments, 
here the continued ade years longer, when 


a trifling ac uent hrſt ee the cauſe 
Of her duyricir, 


Some if her companions, who went to 
ſee her, carried her a few ſweet meats in a 

paper, ard his paper was found the next 
day by the „on who had the care of the 
war i, having tneſe words pricked | in it with 


a pin. Por Henry are you in your grave? 


Or have vou forgot your unhapyy Charlot? 
— But the will never torget you. 


This paper the Woman gave to Char- 
lot's fat! her, ho immediatly conceived its 


full meaning, a and, by ordering other pieces 


of 


of paper to be often dropped | in her room, 


and af erwards taken AN, ne obtained 7 

aan confitmations of the pur poſe of he | 
"hk an? could 110 long et dgubt but tliat ; 
th. love of H. ro bad reduced his Char- 
„t 0 this ſtize of <xiraam and hopsleis ; 


mtery. 


Fight years had now paſſed fince Char- 
lot war fel con-nead. and Henry's mother 
and family had mov dd into a rem xe gart 


the create:t part of the time, and being 
now juit returned, had paiſcd his exami- 
nation, and obtained a lieutenant's com- 
miſſion. . 


As love had not impreſſed the idea of \ 
Charlot upon Henry's memory fo deeply } 
as it had im preſied the idae of Henry's up- 


on Char lot's, and as he had now no con- 


nection wich the villace where ſhe had 


lived, te did not at the age of 25 think 
much of thoſe with whom: he had been 
acquainted at 18. Chance, however, car- 


ried him to h's old nel, zhbour! hood, and 


then the fight of the p Jace where he had 
enjoyed che chearſul innocence of child- 
hood, 
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Tod, reneged a thouſand ideas that was 


2!/ſociatee with it, and he could not go by 


the houſe where Charlut's parents till lived 


without enquiring after the family. 


He was received by the father and mo» 
ther with great courteſy, as a ſtranger, for 
time had changed his perſon that they did 
no: know him. When he diſcovered him- 
felt, the tather inſtantly burſt into tears at 
the recellatiion ot his daughter s misfortune 
and the mother ſunk down in a ſwcon. 
Henry who could not conceive the cauſe 
of the diſtreſs witch his preſence had pro- 
duced, itood ſtill in great conſternation, 
and ſear2d to ask any queſtion leſt he might 
encreaſe it. The father, after having a 


little reco lected himſelf, attempted to ac- 


count fer his behaviour, but he was not 


able, a third perſon, however. who hap- 


pened to be preſent, and was well acquaint- 
ed with the affairs, related it to Henry, who 
liſtened till pity had revived his | love, and, 


upon a ſilent compariſon of the pleaſure 


which he had once ſhared with her, and of 


the miſery to which ſhe was now reduced 


by tie fame cauſe, the tears almoſt without 
his knowledge, ſtole down his checks, and 
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he ſtood ſometime filent, and then recol- 
lecting himſelf at once, and aſſuming his 


natural vivacity, Come, Sir, ſaid he to the 


father, I beg, that if any thing in my 
power can ſerve he-, you would be com- 
forted, to morrow you ſhall give me leave 
to ſee her, To thus, the old gentleman 
oladly conſented, and the next day Henry 
haſtened to the cell, where he found the 


once blooming ſprightly beauty, fitting a- 


lone, pale and dejected, ſupporting her ſee- 
ble body with her hands plac'd upon her 


| knees, and looking with a kind of fixed 


inſenſibility upon "the ground. Henry, 
afrer he had recovered fro: the firit ſhock 
of ſuch a ſpectacle, went to her, and geatly 
taking her hand, called her by her name: 

His voice . 'd her remembrance in 2 


moment, ſhe inſtantly ſtarred from her tear, 


her eyes ſparkled with eagerne's, and her 
cheeks glowed with bluſhes ; ſhe held him 
at a diſtance, and gazed at him with a pierc- 
ing and fixed attention, ſtill was ſilent, but 
he ſtill urging her to ſpeak, and asking if 
ſhe knew him, ſhe at lenght featch'd a deep 
ſight, and ſaid, Yes I know you very well 
You are Henry. He was moved at. this 
incident, that he caucht her in his arms, aud 
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wept over her, in an exceſs of fondneſs. ut- 
tering many tender and paſſionate exclama- 
tions ot love and pitty. It hid been re- 
mar ced that during the whole time ot her 


confinement the affliiion of her mid had 


never once been relieve ib tears; but now 
they burt rom her ina tudden und copious 
ſhy beer look grew more expreſſive and 
her 1 on ſeemed already to have returned. 
When he went away lhe asked him tenderly 
if the ſhonid not ſee hin again and upon his 
aſſuring her that he would not only fee her 
again but wouid be alway; with her ſhe re- 


_ repl ed with a ſigh though w th pertect com- 


9 


polure Then 1 thall be well. 


If Henry had not before been ena- 
mourd of her beauty, he was now in 
love to diſtraction with her diſtreſs. The 
next morning he went agiin to the hoſ- 
pital, and was told that Charlot had wept 
inceſſantly many hours after he had left 


| her, that ſhe then more calm and com- 


pole, eat what was brought to her guard 


ſtayed with her, and deſired that ſhe 


might have ſome change of cloaths about 


ö which ſhe had, till then, been totally in- 


different.. When he entered her cell, and 
| ens 
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enquired how ſhe had reſt + as-is 1 


was ready and pertinent. 


He ſtay d with | 


her the while day, and ſhe ſtill behaved 


with a modeſt reſerve, and becomi g de- 


cenc,, like one conſcious of having been 


ſeen in a diſorder, from which ſhe 
was recovered. in nner, he con- 
tinued to viiit er near two nuths, and 
bei g then convi ced thy e ree of ner 
diſoi der remained, ile was removed to 2 
mo e commodious apartment, ner heath 
and be- uu re ur ed, fer parents and Henry 
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were overjoyed at ile chenge, and fun 


| After they were married. Trey co canned | 


months ſhe brought Henry a ſon, nich, 
perhaps, was the on:y Tung that Could en- 
create their bappinieis. it hippene:, that 


ſoon after their marriage, his mo her died 


in Vork ſhire, and he made ch: ice of the 


time when his Wife lay in, to go Cown | 
and take poſſeſſion ot her effects, ard was 
abſent «bout fix weeks, he might, perhaps | 
have ſtaycd longer, but he nad ſeveral 
nights been alarmed wich teiriiying dreams | 
and tho' he had etters #lnoſt every poſt, * 
informing him that all was well at home, 
yet he could not poſſeſs his mind 3 9 

The 


peace. B 2. 


ar 
| - The laſt day of his journey was ex- 
| gremely rainy and tempeſtuous, and be- 
| tore he came within ten miles of London it 
| was very dark, he was thereiore tho with 
much difficulty, perſuaded by the people at 
the Inn, where he baited, to ſtay all night. 
The ſame terrifying dreams ſtill haunted 
him, and in the morning, riſing before it 
Was day, he mounted his horſe, and was 
at his father's by 6 o'clock. The maid 
who was juſt ups was opening the win- 
_ , dows, and Henry, after eagerly enquiting 
| after the health of his Charlot, and his 
little boy, would not ſuffer her to go up 
to acquaint her miſtreſs with his return, 
but reſolved to be the meſſenger himſelf. 
He, therefore, ſtole ſoftly up to her 
chamber, opened the decr, and creepding 
to her bed fide, gently drew back the cur- 


f | happened. indeed, that ſhe was not awake 


her arm thrown carleſsly over the boſom 
oller her father's Journeyman, who hav- 
ig forgot himſelf lay ſllumbring by her 
ide. 

| = | Henry 


| might hve ; Juced a fatal effect. It 
| 


I tain, nut cor, 1 i z chat if ſhe was awake, 
his ſudden aww unexpected appearance 


but the effect was not fatal, for Henry ſaw 
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Henry, after he had recovered from 


his firſt aſtoniſhment, went away with- 
out waking them, to the houſe of a friend, 


where he was ſeized, firft with a fever, 
then a delirium, in which he died. In the 


mean time, his Wife and her gallant 
ſuſpecting what had happened, went a- 


way together, and never was heard of ſince. 
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VIRTUE IN DISTRESS 
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Au usrus the NoBLE 


AND 


| | SOPHIA the VIRT vous. 


UGUSTUS, was the natural fon 
of a Nobleman, of deſtinſtion 
whoie Father died when he was about 
thirty. and left the whole of his perſonal 
Eſtate, and a thouſand pound per Amun, 
which he had purchaſed for him in his 
life time, but being ſlighted in the Neigh- 
bourhoad where 4 had been Educated, and 
coming to London, took Chambers in the 
Temple, when he Had lived in this man- 


ner 
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ner near two Years, he one piaht returning 


from a triencl; viſt't about ten O'Clock in 


Winter time happening to go down 
Catharine-S ;cet in the 
Street being pretty emptv, he made a ne- 
ceſſary la t, ner the door-way of a noted 
tavern, within tie thade of the lamps, 


where, as it happened, he muſt involun- 


tari'y become an auditor to a dialogue juſt 
then beginning, between an alderly thin 
woman in but mean apparel, and one of the 
drawers of that houſe, at the ſtreet door. 


The poor woman, in the moſt ſubmiſ- 


five manner, itiing the drawer fir, began 


with the ob1_-tjon it would be to her, if 


he would be io good as to ſend to her 
daughter, when ordered by any of his cuſ- 
tomers to ſup; ly them with a giral, then 
proceeded to aſſure him, that ſhe lived in 
the reighbourhood, and was dictating to 


him the hve, and court, when the fel- 


low, ſuperciliouſly flighting her tale, re- 
piied, that he had daily ſo many applica- 
tions of that ſort, from one or other, that 


he could not trouble bis brain with her di- 


rection, and was turning from her, but the 


old woman ſtopt him by delivering a piece 


of 


Strand. The 
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; of paper into his hand and at the ſame 
time inſiſting, that her daughter ſhould not 
[ fail, conſtantly to be generous to him pro- 
Portionable to her earnings. 
"4 Auguſtus obſerved that the fellow's brow 
tale, his face brightened, and his ear be- 
came much more attentive, in couſequence 
of her laſt declaration, at which time ſome 
words paſſed between them which eſcaped 
him, till ſpeaking ſomewhat more with his 
face towards him, how long, ſaid the 
drawer, has ſhe been upon the town? can 
you warrant her? for there is ſcarce one in 
+ a hundred of them, that a man can place 
Vis credit upon. | 


| O my dear fir? replied the Woman, 
Warrant her! ay warrant her! that I can, 
| as ſafely as when ſhe lay in her cradle. 
Good fir, ſhe is the modeſteſt young crea- 


| me, for putting her upon this way of life. 


take myoath of it, if required. She upon 
| the town indeed! no no fir, ſhe will never 
| difcredit you, you may aſſure yourſelf. 


L. 
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ture that ever breathed, and nothing but 
dur neceſſities could have prevailed with 


No fir, no, ſhe never yet knew man I can 
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- The fellow ſcratched his head, ſeeming | 
do be {mewhat thoughtful, but foon re- 
covering frow his ſtudy, is ſhe fait, ſaid 
he or blick? O ! fair as any little angel, 
ſaid the. Ani lygnt haired ? demanded he. 
Ay, 25 the very flax ut-If, replied ſhe. 


Why let ms ice, ſaid the drawer, m— 
. Can ſhe drets tolerably upon a ſhort warn- | 
f ing ? Alas, fir, anſwered the mother, our | 
1 cloaths are all in pawn, ſave what I hare 
. on my back, ani her brown ſtuff night- 
A gown, as for her linnen, I can't, commend 
1 its finery, though it is clean, and ſweet 
2 ir, but as her gains come in, I purpoſe; 
, by little and little, to redeem her cloaths, 
' when the need not be aſhamed to appear 
YL before a nobleman, for {he will then have 
Y as good things to put on, as moſt young 
> | Women who tread the ſtreets. [ 
- * 3 | 
it Hear me, Woman, ſaid the drawer, I ; 
h expect Sir Harry B—m here before twelve 
» with ſome company, who ſeldom fail or- 
n | dering a girl, or more, —ſend her down tos 
n me as ſo20 as you can, let her aſk for dick, | 
* Al muſt have ſome convert ſation with her 
firſt myſelf.—-My vails depend upon my 
ceuſtomers. I am their taiter, nor date ito ö 
2 | ecgnh=- 0 
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recommend to them, what ſuits not m 

one palate.---Send her dowa, I f.y, di- 
rectiy, for if ſhe be the novice you repre- 
ſent, I mult qualify her 287 aſſu ance, 
cer ſhe enters upon her calling 4/6 them 
or they ul laugh at me. 


The old Woman returning abundance of 
thanks to our generous ſpark t tor his friendly 
intimations, die pt him a /ow cur:eſy, and re- 
treated wih all poſſi le diligen te, to in- 
trod uce her daughter to ſuch prei-:ment, 
as ſhe had promiled herſeif the had now 
obtained tor her, 


Auguſtus's curiofity had FRY him 
longer than any Paturai demand would have 
required, but Me was to ſhocked at the ſcenc 
that had preſented, that he fell into a ſo- 


liloquous exclamation ag.init the * an 


firſt, and then againſt tac drawer, 


Why heſitate I then, to extract this In- 
| nocent from the cevour ng Jaws of the de- 
vil, and his more noxivus agents, the curſed 


drawer and his Chap-Woinan ?---It were 


nobly done, nor fail me retolation | for 1 
will attempt it. 


This 
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had at firſt from meer fancy 


door, before he came u 
mapping her on the arm, 


deen juſt mentioning. 


in my walks, met with a gentleman who 


1 6 


This ſaid, he puſhed forward wich more 
celerity after the old Woman, whom he | 
followed, only | 

for a knowledge of the abode of ſo much 
iniquity, and ſhe had ſcarce knocked at the 
with her, then 

took her afide, 
informed her of the diſcourſe he had over- | 
heard between her and the drawer, and de- 
manded, whether he might not be intro- 
duced by her to the young woman ſhe had 


It cannot be ſuſpected, that many words | 
had paſſed, before he had obtained his ad- 
miſſion to the intended victim, for the 
old lady, pleaſed with the proſpect of 
the approaching relief, which ſhe could not 
expect to be inconſiderable ſrom a perſon of 
Auguſtus's appearance, without futher pre- 


face, or previous intimation to her dauzh- | 


ter, deſiring him to walk in uſhered him 
into the chamber to her. EE 


My dear Sophia, ſaid ſhe, why ſo me- 
lancholy, my love? raiſe, my dear—l have 


defires | 
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deſires your company, —be chearfull, my 
love he ſeems a moſt worthy gentleman. 
—Come, my dear, it will be the better for 
us both ;—Ceaſe your diſcompoſure, now 
relief preſents to us. Come I know you 
will be*a good girl, and obliging.—1 will 
leave you together, my preſence may be 
uneaſy to you. 


Having thus faid, ſhe left Auguſtus with 
her daughter, ſhutting the door after her. 


Auguſtus drew a chair, and ſat down by 
her, offering bat now and then a flightre- 
queſt, that the would permit him to be hold 
her face; aſſuring her that he judged her 
refuſal to be but indiffrent treatment, of 
him whom her mother had introduced to 
her, fer more ſublime ſatisfactions. 


All his oratory would not prevail for a 
Adiſcovery of herſelf; but fill ſhe wept, 
4 £dbed, and fighed, to ſuch a degree, as 
if - pierced Auguſtus's breaſt with the tendereſt 
compaſſion for her; nay, even till her re- 
peated intreaties not to compel her to ir, 
had wrought him up to the ſummit of cu- 
riofity, for not only a view of her face, but 
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the cauſe of her uninterrupted lamentation. * 


„ 


Auguſtus, no longer able to remain a 
ſpectator only of ſuch real diſtreſs, and 
anxious for a diſcloſure of her woe; young 
| woman, ſaid he, the exceſs of your affliction |, 
hath fo affected me, that I muſt remain ſen-- 
? fible of the utmoſt diſquiet, till I ſhall hear. | 
from your lips, the true cauſe of it. If my 
preſence diſtreſſes you, command me hence 
but let me not depart unſatisfied of "_ 
occaſion your ſorrows. Speak freely ty, | 
me, added he? unboſom yourſelf to Fan | 
My nature will rot ſuffer me to offer you 
an injury,—lt poffibly may be in my power 
to mitigate your griefs; but afſure your- 
felf they ſhall from me, receive no addi- 
tion.—Riſe then, and anſwer me, 3 


r 


Sophia being touched with a ſolace at 
Auguſtus's gentle treatment; replied, that | 
_ eonfcious ſhame forbad her to indulge his 
requeſt ; nor did ſhe believe, that ſhe F 
could ſurvive the Gy of her face to 
him. | 


He then cel her to reveal the cauſe 
of her fo bitter wailings, and again pro- 
teſted 


to) 


teſted, that he would attempt nothing either 
prejudicial to her honour, or chaſtity, when 
after many ſmothered ſighs, during a ſhort 
pauſe the had made for recovering herſelf, 
ſhe began: 


O Er! faid ſhe, whoever you are whe- 
ther a father, a brother, a kinſinan, or a 
lover to any young lady ? think, O think, 
I fay, if you are but a Chriſtian, that the 
expreſſions of my ſorrow which you now 
judge cxtravagant, are but a neceſſary pre- 
ſude to my approaching miſery, for with 
{| what face can I ever behold mankind again, 
with what ſpirit can I ever more addreis my 
Marker / and here ſhe wept afreſh) aſter the 
voluntary privation of my virtue, my chaſ- 
| tity, and my honour ? . 


c creature's concern) if the 


commenced 


4 this evening by the old lady (your mother, 


as ſhe calls herſelf) for your diſgrace, was 
got proſecuted at your own option; you 
have here, in me, ſo far from the perſon 
of a deſtoryer, that you ſhall therein find 


| a real friend; but gratify me ane Step fur- 


ther 
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5 Madam, replied Auguſtus, (who could 
ſcarce ſuſtain his own anguiſh ſor the young 
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ther, as to your name, family and the oc- 
cupation of your father. 


Sophia, at that requeſt, fetching a figh 
from the bottom of her ſoul, relapſed again 


into ſuch an exceſs of weeping, as not only 


obſtructed her own ſpeech, but almoſt tor- 
tured Auguſtus, upon the rack, in pitty to 
her? till that ſubſiding again, and recol- 
lecting herſelf. 


My father, fir, ſaid ſhe by birth claimed 
rank next to a in France, his anceſtry 
from one of the oldeſt eſtabliſhments in that 


| Kingdom, he was deſcended from prote- 


ſtants of the remoteſt ſtanding, and in 
which principle he trained me up, he had 
a larger fortune of his own, which upon 


ſome light diſguſt to the government he 


was compelled to abandon, and fly that 
country, with my mother a Roman Catho- 


lick, and myſelf his only child, then in 


arms. He fixed for ſome little time in 


Holland, where ſuch of his effects were 
_ remitted to him, as by the vigilance of two 
faithful friends, were privately collected to- 


gether, under their own names. 


d About 
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About the year 1736, in my fifth year, 
he left Holland, where he had gained a 
ſmatteri g of merchandize, in order to fix 
himſelf in London for the Improvement 
of the remains of his forune in the mer- 
cantile way, for the benefit of his family ? 
por were his endeavours unſucceſsful, for 
the firft ten years of his traffick; he, by 
that time, accounting himſelf worth tea 
thouſand pounds. | 


Now it was tha: growing antient and in- 
firm, he purpoſed to have quitted his buſi- 
e's, and to have retired into the country, 
for the ſake both of his own health, and 
that of my mama. 


He had a book-keeper, who from many 
Pars ſervice under him, was become pre- 
fectly verſed in his method of buſineſs, and 
had been intruſted by him with all his con- 


5 cerns. This Man, whofe name was Mead. 


being acquainted with my papa's deſign of 
retreating, which on courſe muſt have 
{ thrown him out of employ, perſuaded him 
not to deſert thoſe advantages which com- 
merce had afforded him, hut to permit him 
do carry it on for him which he undertook 


— — — — —— 
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to do, to equal ales as before by 


my father's Stock only? admitting him. | 


into a qua: ter part of the trade, to give him 
the name, and credit of a partner. 


My papa, imagining Mead to be a very 


honeſt and judicious young man, ſnapt at 
the propoſal ? and though himſel and fa- 
mily were retired to a ſmall diſtance in the 


country, yet he coming often to town for 


the firſt two years, and ſuperviſing the 
books, was fully ſatisfied of his being a 


ſufficient gainer ; from which time, we 


being ſettled further in the country, m 


papa grew more remiſs in his over-ſight of 
the accounts, though he ſtill doubted not 


of the perpetual increaſe cf his capital. 


We kept our coach, three men ſervants, 


and two maids, and lived as genteely as 


any neighbour in many miles of us, both 
careſſed and eſteemed by the rich and highly 


honoured by the poor, to whom my father 


was ever to his beſt ability liberal: but, O 
fatal cataſtrophy ! while we were in this 


manner enjoyiug ourſelves? my pa in 
} Y P pa, 


the fourth your of his retreat, was ſtiicken 


wich a dead palſy? which reminding him N 
5 more 


| 
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more peculiarly of his latter end, he ap- 
plied to Mr. Mead for an adjuſting of ac- 
cumpts, and a diſſolutino of the partner- 
ſhip, that he might leave my mother and 


me as tree from incumbrances, as he poſ- 
ſibly couid at his death. 


Mead, the more my father preſſed "we 


a ſettlement, inſinuated the more cauſes 
of delay? till my papa growing weary with 
4 fruitleſs applications, and not being ab'e to 
take the journey to London himielf, ent 
his layer, to inſiſt upon à ſight of the 
books, a ſtate of the accounts, a diſſolu- 


tion of the partnerſhip, and payment of 


y * | g . | | 
my papas balance, 


Mead pretended that his books were not 


0 poſted home, which would prevent him 
ttom del iveri g a true itate of the account, 
'' but that. in fourteen days, at jurtheſt, both 
\ that and the balance ſhould be ready for 
} him. 


. My papa readliy agreed to ſtay the ap- 


N fointed time, not donbting of bringing his 


affairs 70 an agreeable concluflon, but on 
the very tenth da "P afiwards, 4 meſſenger 


: entered 


—— noo 
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entered our houſe, laid an emberga on name | 
atenhl, and prodgced.. my fapa's nan 1 
the gozette, as a bankrupt. | 


Judge you fir, if it be oo ble, the con- 
Fuſion of cut minds.. Th el F it ſo. 
Shattered my Papa's infirm framę, that oe | 
ſurvrued it not quite three weeks. — 
cord my mother and I do? Our Sergants | 
deſerted us unpaid! ? and my father was 
obliged,. for his interment, to oh charity of 
ſome ew of his neighbours, whoſe fe 
for his mem ry had urged them to a con- 
2 tor tllat purpoſe. 


222 — 
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My mama and I, having no relations it in 
England, ound meer friendthips exceſſive 
cold, even to that degree, that a ſtate of 
ſtarving was preferable, to the ſevere re- 
buffs we daily me with, as the almoſt ſure | 
attendanis on our petitions for the leaſt | 
relief. = 


I exerted my whole patience, and bore ' 
up with the better grace under my own 
miſfortune, meerly to prevent the deſpond- |' 
ing Habit my mama from finking whoſe ; 

D4 grief 
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(46) 


ief had well nigh mare an end of her? 
or T thought that her death was the only 
i thing wanting to a conſummation of my 
dieſpair, 


We arr'ved in town pennyleſs, as to 
com? bu mittr; {> s o no ſmall ſhare of the 
by ſt of wearing appuie! ? for that the com- 
miſſon t.ck n t rom us. We fixed in this 
houſe, kept bone of our former ſervants, 
a widow woman, but no ways able to con- 
tribute to oui ſupport. 


We, by her aid, from time to time, 
were obliged to ſuſtain nature by the ſale, 
and pawn of our cioaths by piece- meal one 
thing after another? till we are now re- 
duced to the cloaths on our backs only, 
and what is ſtill worte, if worſe than that 


can be, is, that we ewe the poor woman 
twenty ſhlling for our lodging? which 
{ heaven knows, we have no other proſpect 
of diſcharging, but by the accu. ſed means 

which brought you hither, fir. 


Sophia then renewing her weeping, the 
fo. tu eſs of Auguſtus's nature expreſſed it- 
ſelf by accompanying her, ſo heartily that 


: ( 27 ) IPs odd 


a ſtranger who ſhould have- ven beheld | 
them both would not by any external te(- 
timony have been able to j dge, whether N 
of the two had Juſteſt grounds for ** ? 
ſorrow. | j 


Having paſſed ſome time in the ſtate We 
left them in? Aug aſtus fir rec vering 
himſelf, and wiring his eyes: dear Miſs, | 
| Sophia, laid he {for ſhe had informed him 
that her name was Sophia de M=n—re) | 
I cannot but adinit the juſtneſs of your per- 
plexities ? but y- t, your diſtreſs is not 

alleviation, This excels of diſpair, but jn- 
capacitates me from propoſing, and your- - 
ſelf for accepting, the means of your fu= | 
ture happineſs, Let me intreat you to ſhake 
off theſe tokens ot deipondency, recal your 
natural calmnets, and attend to the propo- 
ſitions I ſhall make for your — 


tion. 


You * ſir, whether my concur | 
rence was had to my mama's offer of my | 
honour ? I cannot fay it was not: but how 

looked we! we kifled, we embraced, we 
wept? but no commodity of life attended 


| it? ? nay WE faſted too, in nature almoſt 
falling 


make the treniendous 


|| herdie, who 


failing, the ventured, as our laſt flake, to 
ſition to me. 
Was there the leaſt alternative? muſt I ſee 
gave me birch When poli- 
6bility had but placed, through the moſt 
' ſhocking means, in my power for ſuccour- 


! ing her? My trial was too ſevere to admit | 
!| of acenial, 2 — 


erde Fr, fince you have heard 
Story? honour, — generoſity 
to the afflicted, can warm your breaſt 
* wih mutives to our relief (the deadly price 
| upaid) extend it to the obje& before 
you, truſting only to heavea for your re- 


Dear Y 'faid n my mative 
for the prelent viſit was, to f not 
viriate your inn cence. I he:rd the cruel 
bargain driven f.r you, and judging that 
your iniquity was not yet begun? I re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to put a ſtop to its com- 
menencement. I am fully convinced of 
the reluctance you firſt ente-tained ſuch 
horrid. thonghts with, and that motives 


|| for it might have prevailed over the beft 
ef us. | 


( 29) 

Dry then thoſe eyes, thus drenched iti 
ears, no more to 1055 for dread of A 
wnocence. I need not urge you to perſe- 
verance in your good reſolutions, when I 


_ ſhall have — the weight that firſt - i 
funk you to a forced compliance to evil. 


It now grows late, - aid he, and 1 muſt „ 
leave you. Here, take this for you r pre- 
ſent ſupport (putting his purſe wh Ih elevet 
guineas in it into her hand, as ſhe lay upon 

the table? for ſhe had not once lified up 
her head yet and if you pleaſe to permit 
me, Iwill drink tea "wh you to- morrow 
in the afternoon, when poſſibly, ſomethng 
farther may be beneficially confidered of. 


The old ua , who had not doubted by 
Augnſtus ſtay '0 long but that her daugh- |; 
| fer had proved compliant to his wiſhes, 
now poſted to her chamber, withoat other 
conſidera tion, than of what price had been 


paid by the gallant, for his gratification, 


- Dp 2 


when upon opening the door, and finding 
her daughter ſtill in tears, ſhe was ready to 
fink, left through her reſerve, ſhe ſhould , 
have diſmifled him without the gain ſhe | 
had promiled | herſelf from their meeting, | 


F x 
. 
| 
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bat Sophia ſoon undeceived her, for no 
fooner had he ſet eycs on her mother than 
her arms were about her neck, then put- 
ting the Purſe into her hand, ſhe ſunk up- 
on the floor and fainted, without being 
able to utter the leaſt ſyllable. 


Mrs. Mn. re was almoſt beſides her- 
ſelf, at fight of her daughter in chat con- 
dition. She called up Mrs Morland, her 
& Jandlady, to her aſfiſ ance ? but all that ſhe 
could miniſter to poor Sophia, was little 
enough to revive her again. 


* - Morland, who had ever been exceeding 
fond of Miſs Sopiia frem a chili, and 
was fully apprized of the deſign of the gen- 
tleman's viſit to her, judging by her dif- 
order, that the te ror of what ſhe had done 
overcome her, ſhe fell foul upon the 
mother, with moſt opprobrious language, 
fer putting upon her daughter the commiſ- 
ſion of an act, fo abhorrent to her nature, 
2 the ſuſpect ſhe had at her mother's 
inſtance been engaged in. while the poor 
mother was ſo divided between grief for her 
child, and joy for the noble donation, that 
ſhe knew not to which to give the men 
he 


* 
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the ſeale, and therefore ſtood mctionlefs, 
till by degrees, miſs recovering, her mama, 
touched wich a ſenſe of her ſhame and ſufs 
terings, at length gave paſſage to her grief, 
in lameaiations for her undone daughter, 
and caſting froma her the purſe, no, my 
dear daughter, ſaid ſhe, let me rather pe- 
riſh irredeemably, than ever pollute my 
ſelf with the price of my dear chili's dif- 
gr-ce, and ignominy. O! why ſuffered T 1 
my wants to prevail, for the eneouragment 

of vice in the offspiirg of my own bowels, 
but what is paſt, is too late to be recalled 
J have outlived the breach of my child's 
honour, but will not drag the. gaul ing chain 
| long after me, a ſhor ſp cc mora endured 
in my preſent miſ ry muſt end me, for 
nature almoſt ſpent, ſha.l never be re- 
newed, at the expence of my child's undo- 
ing, 


Mrs. M—n—re, revived by the afſu- 
rances of her daughter's not having ſuſtained 
the injury ſhe had expected, grew joyous 
again, but there ſtill remaining a want of 
ene molt neceſſaty acqueſt; fur as I ſaid 
before, this was the end of the ſecond day 
that both herſelf and daughter had . 

E 
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ed faſting ; they ſent therefore Mrs. More 
land out to the cooks, tor ſome refreſh 
ment? wh ch the had al noſ returned with 
out at laſt, it being by tuis time tull mid- 


pight. 
> Mrs. M=—n—re, during the time that 
Auguſtus was with Sophia, had-eceived a 
meſfa,e from Dick. t. lend her deu. hter 


o him imme diately, h chi (he promiſed 10 


do, no: knowing on à gu.tus might 
bare le t ner, but he tavĩ R 2 0 long. 
Dick had a io boon with er unſef, waits 
ing very much to ec t „ tar tit e nad 
company wat ing or her, 'wh> would un- 


doub ed * br ak hi- b nes, ſh--uld he dife 


appoint them; nor conld (he icarce re- 


ſtram him, from facing his way up ſtairs 


to find her. 


However, by aſſaring ick that ſhe wag 
juſt ſtept out, and ih tibe would bring her 
the moment the ame in; and bygiiing 
him the ſmoothelt wands. ſhe could in- 
vent, ſhe at lenght got rid of him, for, ſhe 
not knowing how her daughter might 


| ſucceed with Auguſtus, was unwilling to 


loſe the e lring to her boy, by 


the 


| ( 99 1 ; 


1 leaſt diſrepectful behaviour to Dick. '_ 
: Well, Mrs Morlan:: being returnd with! 
the fide of a cold gooſe and apple ſauce, 
the only edible ſhe could procure, they had 
but juſt all fat down with intent of ſatisfy- 
Ing the arrears of no lefs than fix meals, 
which they were indebted to their crav- 
ing appeiites, when a prodigious thunder- 
ing at the door, as if it muſt have given 
way to the violence, put them into the. 
utmoſt confuſion, 1 


Mrs. Morland riſ ng, deſcended to the 
door, and opening it, in bolted four gen- 
tlemen exceedingly well dreſſed, under con- 
duct of their foreman Dick. He demanded 
| - where the young woman was who lodged i 
there? Which the woman of the houle 
would have aivoded anſwering to, by re- 
plying, that there was no ſuch perſon. 
lodged there, and that they muſt certainly 
be miſtaken ; but ſhe had ſcarce ſpoken the : 
| words, before they had puſhed by her, and 
mounting the ſtair-caſe, were entering S- 
phia's chamber. 4 


Dick, who was their leader, began with 
a ſmart volly of curſes at the old lady, de- 
Ke. manding 


„ 
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| manding Why {te had not ſent her daugh- 


ter according to promiſe? What? did tbe 
imagine gentlemen would be «abuſed at this 
: rate, to wait her leiſure? Then ſeizing 
Mis Sophia by the hand, had not their 
# honours, he ſaid, been enducd with more 
then chriſtian patience, they would before 
no have poured out their fury upon her 
mother, for ſo groſs an abuſe. 


Obſerving that ſhe made for me reſiſtance, 


Help; A bs to 8 os a Die the 


door, vou ing, that if cheir konours weuld 


| acquieſce under the indignity, he never 


| 'would ? for that having _ offered to 
him, bis ſhe ſhould be; and advited her to 


| immediate compliance. 


The gentlemen, whoſe eyes had never 
once removed from the charming Sophia, 
reſenting the injurious trea- ment Pick was 
beſtowing on her, commanded Dick to de- 
ift; then one of them applying to Mrs 
M—n—re, Good woman, ſaid he, did not 
you this very night offer that girl to Dick, 
and an ſhe ſhould be forthcoming upon 


Cal? How happens it then, that now we 


1 
| are even come ourſelves for her, ſne ſhould 
ſhew all this reluctance. | 

Sir, fail Mrs. Mn er, TR and| 
heaven only, has provided us that ſupply, / 
the want of which firſt prompted me to the 


expoſure of my clyld? and which gained, 


will, I truſt, prove her tutune preſerva- 
ti n. 


How the old cat cants * ſuid one. She's 
a methodiſt, ſaid another. She's only 
rounding us for a better price, ſaid a third. 
| Mother, ſaid the fourth, whom the reſt 
called Sir Harry, I love a pretty gil as my 
eyes, and you ſhial! name your price, weil 
have no more words with you. 


Mrs. M--n-=re, then beginn ng to ex- 
claim againſt their violence to her daughter 
and threatening to call the watch, if thez 
left not her ladzings immediately; oy 
Harry gave Dick the word to march, anc 
ſafely to conduct his priſoner with him 
when ſuch a ſcere began, as would hav; 
Hamed a thinking man, ty have becn 
ipectator at. 
| The violent ſhrieks and outcries, whicl 
FE: Sophia had ige from the beginning 
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the — till her ſenſes had quite 
deſerted her, had drawn almoſt every face 
[ in the court to their windows, to be ſpec- | 
tators of the outrage ? but now, the con- 
4 ſtable and his murmedons demanding a 
peaceable ſurrender of the delinquents they 
iaſtantly e the poor young creature on 
Ithe pavement ? when not a moment had 
paſſed, before every ſword was drawn, ar d 
{nothing leſ- than a bloody Engagement 
; [could be expected to have enſued. The 
Teriminals, each with ſword in hand, with 
the moſt invettrats fury preſſed up to their 
daſſailarits ® but the wetchmens weapons 
| proving the longer of the two, and they 
Fexerting themlelves vigorouſly in defence 
E dmeir authority, ſoon knocked down two 
or the gentry, and diſabled Diek? when 
„ Ihe remaining two, no ways anxious for 
J receipt of the fame ſalutes, turned tail, and 
fled the pit, too nimbly by far for the ene - 
my. and ſo eſcaped. 
No ſconer was the fray over, but Sophia 
Poing up ſtairs, found her dear mother 
with ber throat cut, which was ſuppoſed to 
have been done by herſelf, on ſeeing the 
ſerue! uſage her Daughter had met with 
tram thoſe Ruffians. | 
f The 
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The houſe where they lived was but a. 


very mean one, as may be imagined, when 
I inform my reader, that the firſt floor went 
but at one ſhilling the week? and that be- 


ing ſo very ſmall, that there was no way of 
diſpoſing the ſlaughtered corpſe ot the mo- 


ther, from the daughter's view? a neigh- 
bour, compaſſionating Miſs Sophia's miſ- 
fortunes, aftcr much intreaty, and not with- 
out ſome force, took her home with her, 
to releaſe her fiom the tragical proſpect. 


Miſs Sophia, though almoſt inconſo- 


lable for the loſs of her mama, could not 
however relinquiſh the hope of ſeeing 
Auguſtus in the afternoon, according to 
promile ? for his treatment of her the pre- 
ceding Day had proved fo tender, and 


humane, that ſhe was under no further ap- 


prehenſion of miſchief from him. 


She was ſtill at her neighbour's, where 
ſhe had asked leave to entertain ham, but 
then her dirty and indifferent garb would 
Mame her in his company, and as now 
ſhe was able to appear in another man- 

ner 
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ner, ſhe knew not how to ſubmit to, ſo 


that employing Mrs. Morland, {who her- 


ſelf had pawned all her cloath:) ſhe gave 
her money, to redeem ſuch things as would 
be necefary to dreſs in, and ſuited herſelf 
accordingly againſt the appuinted time. 


Never was poor young creature ſo ſluc- 


tuating in her conjectures as the charming 


Sophia, from the moment ſhe but con- 
ceived the might have hopes of Auguſtus's 
appearance? one while, ſhe would conſider 
the paſt night's a lventure, but as a ſudden 
Auth of ger roſity, to which he had been 
excited by her tears, and dejected herſelf, 
with the reficfion of never ſceing him 
more, then ſhe would recolect his ſpeeches 
manner, air, behaviour, the concern of his 
aſpect, and fincerity of his profeſſions, 
then ſhe made no doubt of his performing 


Ais promiſe to her. 


Thus, between the height of hope, and 
depth of fear, did Miſs Sophia waſte her 
moments, till a loud rap at the door, pro- 
claimed Auguſtus's arrival. 

He was conducted into a litile parlour to 
her, it being a private heuſe, where hav- 


ing 


1 "TW 

E ing » ſaluted her, he told her he had made 
| boat pet form his promiſe of drinking tea 

with her, no ſooner were the tea thi 

ſet, but he enquired after the health bo 

her mama? at which Sophia, burſt into 

tears, and told him all that had happen d, 

; Auguſtus was greatly furprizs'd at her 

re ation, aad after tome pauſe, he deſired 

| Huer to comfort herſelf, for ic was his in- 


tent to make her amends for het paſt 
ſufirings. 


| | * 
We need not fear, that fo ready a ſpokes- 
| Woman, and fine a girl as Miſs Sophia, 
Was dcacient in her compliments on the 
occaton? Which, and the appearance ſhe 
now made, in a different apparel, wherein 
{Le acted in character? and eſpecially his 
own ͤconſciouſneſs that her freedom pro- 
ceeded from himſelf, infpired S>phia's foul 

With the mot inexprefſible ſatisfaction. 


He told her, that as the houſe ſhe was 

In was borrowed, and as her own lodgings 
Were by ao means worthy of her, be beg- 
ged to be permitted to accommodate her 
with others, more, deſerving the rank he 
was ambitious of placing her in. T hat as 


for 


* and went to live in the country, and fiill 
i | Lives a life, with the enjoyment of that 
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for the funeral of her mama, he would give 


orders for its decent performance wherever 
ſhe ſhould command. That he «ould 
have her make an handſome preſent to 
the miſtreſs of the houſe a her departure, 
as aiſo to Mrs. Morland, over and above 
the rent owing to her? and that himſelf, 
if ſhe choie it, or not, that ſhe ſhould, 
the next morning teek, out for an hand- 
ſome lodging, ready turniſh'd to which ſhe 
might the ſame vay be admitt'd, and that 
ſhe might not in the interim want for 
ſuch conveniencies as ſhe ſhould eſteem 
neceſſary, he preſent'd her with a bank 
bilt of fiſty pounds. 1 


Auguſtus, 700% him genteel lodgings near 
St. James's, and after a convenient time 
they were married to their Mutual content, 


bafpineſs, Virtue aluvays gives to the 
poſſeſſors thereof. 
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